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Can you feel the deliciousness

of autumn? | am not sure that the
British are built for hot weather

- except in occasional bursts while
by a swimming pool on holiday.
After all that heatwave nonsense

in the summer there is something
very comforting about reaching
for a jumper when you go outside.
This month the leaves have turned,
there will probably be a storm or
two and, for some of you, there will
be a frost. But the change of season
does not mean that our gardens
stop singing: it is just a matter of
slightly changing the melody.

Words by James Alexander-Sinclair

STAR OF THE MONTH
Symphyotrichum laeve ‘Calliope’

ar at the last minute to give
the final summer hurrah

Sun or partial shade. Susceptible to mildew, so keep plants
healthy and well watered. Divide every third spring.
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ONEFOR THE FUCHSIA
Thisis a summe mn cusp
nation. The heather whispers rumours

Calluna Garden Girls Series
They need lots of suns|

Fuchsia ‘Tom Thumb’
Propagate fr
summer. Good in pots or raised
for wint tectio

<

Pyracantha ‘Saphyr Jaune’
Alarg
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TICKLED PINK

If you have a nice south-facing wall, then you
are in for an autumn treat, for that is exactly
what you need to grow these nerines. South
African in origin, it is said that a ship carrying
bulbs to the Netherlands was wrecked off
the Guernsey coast and a box of nerines
was washed ashore, where they became
established and spread. Hence, the common
name ‘Guernsey lily’.

Nerine bowdenii

This is the only reliably hardy species. There
are others, but they are best in an alpine
house. Feed between January and April.
Hx $50cm x 20cm

BRONZED BEAUTIES

Time was when every self-respecting
gardener grew lots of chrysanthemums.
Whether for picking or for competition, they
were very popular - sadly no more, although
maybe they, like the dahlia, are due for a
renaissance. This one is the same gleaming
orange as good marmalade and is perfect
for cheering up an autumn afternoon.

They will flower profusely and look good

in a vase for over a fortnight.

Chrysanthemum ‘Bruno Bronze’

Tender, so don't leave out over winter. The
plants are quite brittle, so will require some
staking or support. Needs good, rich soil.
Hx S 120cm x 30cm
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